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Mathieu Lehanneur's works look sophisticated and avant-garde.
However, its starting point is the most basic: our body. And he designs to make it feel a little bit better.
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n the Middle Ages, it was commonly be-

ieved that harmful germs would enter
your body through the pores if you were
submerged in water. Therefore people
took care of their bodies by not bathing.
Although this practice seems ridiculous fo-
day, there is something enlightening to the
basis of its reasoning.

Truth s, the human body is not an isolat-
ed organism. From the dawn of humankind,
our bodies have been closely connected
with the environment around them. When
there is sfrong light, our pupils confract; bloz
ing heat causes us to breathe faster and
to sweat; and in cold temperatures we
get goose bumps and start to fremble. In
addifion to reacting to enviionmental fluc-
fuations, our bodies are also engaged in
constant energy and substance exchange
with the outside world, such as temperature,
odor, sound, etc. in ways that are invisible to
the naked eye. The body's microenviron-
ment is in constant interaction with the world
at large, creating an exiremely delicate
ecological equiibrium, which, once offset,
would put our healthin peril.

French designer Mathieu Lehanneur is
determined to improve or even reverse this
process. He inifially wanted to work on hospr
tal atomization, but quickly realized that hos-
pitals divide everything up: the individual's
body, his environment and the freatment he
receives. However, according to Lehanneur,
the problem is not whether or not an envi-
ronment is healthy or unhealthy, it is whether
it is adapted to each unigue human bodly.
Recently there seemed to be two solutions.
The fist was to blend completely in with
one's enviionment at the expense of one’s
own specific needs whilst the other possibility
was to cut oneself off hermetically from the
world and its dangers. Lehanneur set out to

explore a third alfernative somewhere be-
tween the two.

Lehanneur's approach is to try and
create aharmonious relationship between
the human body and its environment, and
the traces of this concept was shown earty
on in his graduation project “Therapeutic
Objects” from ENSCI- Les Ateliers in 2001.
He designed a series of personalized treat-
ment products, such as a therapeutic felt-
fip pen that administers medicine when
you use it to draw on your skin; the heal
ing pigment is alosorbed info the skin and
completely disappears within several min-
utes. These designs revolutionized the con-
cept of modern medicine by creating an
infimate relationship between the patient
and their freatment, and were added to
the permanent collection in New York's
Museum of Modern Art (MoOMA).

Mathieu Lehanneur'sinterationalfame
grew in 2006 with his series of home installc-
fions “Elements” created for Carte Blanche
VIA. His works possess not only simple and
eye-catching visuals, but also a sensifivity fo-
wards enviionmental changes that is even
more developed than that of humans. They
are able forectify the environment fo create
optimal living condifions for people, making
these "health angels” incredibly functional
as well. The unit “K" monitors and stores the
sunlight received during the last 24 hours fo
reconstitute and replenish our requirements
in ferms of d sunlight. "O" continuously moni-
fors the oxygen level in the air and once
detects it to be too low, activates to release
pure oxygen until the optimal level is re-
stored. The giant honeycomb-like ball "dB" is
similar to a house pet. It automatically rolis to
the source of unpleasant noise and releases
caming “white noise” ie. counter-noise
sound waves. "C'is like an inteligent bonfire

that perceives the temperature variations in
bodies close fo it and emits a localized infra-
red heat towards different zones. "Q" act-
vates people's immune system by releasing
minerals to help fight attacks from external vi
ruses and bacteria. The combined inteligent
sensifivity and speedy reactions of these units
act as a sensory extension of human skin fo
protect people and optimize their living en-
vionment.

Mathieu Lehanneur's latest master-
piece "BelAir" will be on exhibit at MoMA
in New York City this month and, although
only avaiable as a prototype, it has aready
drawn a great deal of positive attention.
Based on the idea that the air we breathe
in our homes contains foxic chemicals used
in the manufacturing process of household
goods, “Bel-Air is like a small portable green-
house. The plants inside an aluminum and
Pyrex cranial container constantly alosoro
poluted air through their leaves and roofs,
which is then purified and ejected back out
into the atmosphere. With luxurious green fo-
lioge and modem materials, “Bel-Air is also
visually pleasing. Lehanneur is making further
improvements to "“Bel-Air'” before this health
bodyguard is made available to the gen-
eral public in 2009.

Though this Frenchman’s work appears
fo be a perfect example of avant-garde
design, ifs basic principle is in fact quite sim-
ple: how to make the human body feel bet-
ter. "'l grew up in a boig family with six kids and
understood very early on that it is only when
each part implicitly coordinates their be-
havior and aspirations, with respect to each
other's feelings, that the whole—our family-
-could become a balanced, healthy and
harmonious micro-society,” says Mathieu Le-
hanneur, “this is perhaps the idea underlying
allmy designs."
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