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(BabAlruses the tox Spehing power
around it

N

; ‘make plastic, and pentichloro-
exhibinon 'i|".l|:t dufnud 1o collaborations nonly fhuml in wooden furniture.
artists and scientists, the unguestioned  hit was a Lookin lﬂm cross between a tiny space capsule and a green-
revolutionary air filtration device called Bel-Air.  house, Bel-Air 15 also stylish enough to sit in your living room.
Conjured up by French designer Mathien Le- v offers a real solution to two very of-the-moment concerns:
hanneur, with the help of Liboratoire founder reducing domestic toxins and using cléaner, gréener technology.
and Harvard biomedical engineering proféssor  And the device instantly cemented the 34-year-old's reputation
David Edeards Bel-Air uses “smart” plants like gerbera and  as a promising designer for the 21st century.
eHlGrophyium-—both proven by NASA researchers to absorb toxic “Bel-Air appeared on blogs and suddenly we were swamped with
compounds—to rid homes of pollutants such as formaldehyde, e-mails saying *“Where can T find this in Tokyo?' and "Where can | .

U MATHIEL L ERANRN
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find this i Milan?" " remembers Lehanneur
on the February morning [ visit his stadio,
Before the show he hadn't given much
thought to commercializing Bel-Air, but
he is examining several possibilives now.
“I went trom bemg ahead of the game
to falling behmd.” Lehannenr adds,
Bel-Air s on display oneil May 12 in
the Musewmn of Modern Arcs “Design
and the Elastic Mind"” show, along with
other Lehanneur creations from a series
he calls “Elements” These mclude K, a
spiky light, meant to prevent SAD, that
detects winter darkness and  brightens
1 peranndal ther-
heat when the
needed; and 0, a glass

to compensate; (°
mal radar that
lII.'

¢S

>seTses 1l is
conmaption filled wirh 1 mesmerizing
green mixture made from the alga spiru
lina, which gives ofl pure oxygen when
plummeting levels demand 1t

Thoogh Lehanneor has devised many
fime packag-

press=friendly produces—pe
mg for lsey Miake, o neon-light dome
for Christofle, beehive-shaped showceases
for Yohji Yamamoto—it i the futurste
projects ‘Elements” thar
carned him prestgious granes m s home
country and made hum o rising star.

"I]('] 1 as !13\.’{'

“Mathieu chooses thenes that are socially

meaningful and somennes really comples
savs MoMA senior corator Paola Antone
“But in the ¢nd he is also able o distill all

these ideas mto ruly beaunful objecs”

In persan, Lehanneur exhibies none of the
miad saienust eeaes 1 hid wagoely imagined
he mught have. And though his invenrions
appeal to our ever-growing environmental
concerns, e s not a health nor homself?

Top Models

Medicine by the Centim
far, 2001 Part of Lehar
Ensci graduation project. (his
string of beads is geared toward
patents who see iliness a
acing entity that mugt be expunged

from the boay, Each b containe a dose of
medication, o the duration of the treatment is
converted into a iength of stong As it shonks,
so-presumably=doe;

CHTE

@B, 2006 Attuned to the noise levels in
your nome, afi. rolls toward the source
af the mas! egregiols sounds and
emits white noise o drawn them oul.

a mel . .3

“1 hope my objects don't convey para-
nowa,” he tells me. “They're neither pan
noid nor anxiery-dreiven nor Mo |French
for "eeolrendly ™"

LL‘}'I;!I[I]:.‘I_IT \\'Orks \\‘Ilh ll\'Pli.\.'{! J"."l“.‘r[.'lh
(waod, glass, plastic. mewal), bue his primary
mspiration is our uomediate surroundings

RI'JI'.‘ !('I'LI“L!.‘ wie ht_'ar, lhf_‘ o
the temperature on our skin, “We're m con-
stant interacoon with the air around us” he
SAVS, -»5“ \l."hl\' -lrL']"l‘T we |.'Iklllg [il:ﬂ. |1I-‘LI'T]:|]

into account wstead of \\-ulLllI}; on how
comtortable our burs feel on a char?”

arn in the coastal own of Rochetort,

Lehanneur atwended the  presugious
[‘d_'rlﬁ lll\jubul.l[ 'L'L"lll.';“ ﬁL'l'l‘.H 1] I_-E]!Q\_]‘

Les Areliers. There his graduadon project,

now archived at MoMA, tocused on what he
rerms Galenie design: the creanon of medi-
catans whose form would actively engage
Breakthm

pavents n thewr treatimemn

After Thonet, 2003 Created for a Paris
menswear collection, this coatrack s o
rainterpretation of Michael Thonet's famed
bentwood designe. (s maae from wood
that has been compressed in such
a way 45 1o remain pliable when
humid. The stand is kept
In this solt state while In
transit, 5 that upon arrival { [
it can oe bent to bt its 3
immediate surroundings.

@Q., 2006 Meant to be placed
(st irsitde the front door
@, 15 triggered when paople
walic i or out. IE sprays
microparticles of a serum
cdlled Quinton (composed
of marine minerals known

cvgen we breathe,

drugs are useless, lus thiking wene it as so
often happens, a pagent refuses or forgers
to take them. So he developued a handful of
clever aids. The mest appealing, o my mind.
i an asthma medication dispenser named
the Third Lung, a Tamagorchi-hke device
that becomes dangerousty full if the medi-
cine it contains is not taken, thereby trans-
ferring the dependence from the pagent 1o
the apparatus iselt. It 15 often more pleasing,
after all, to take care of someone {or somc-
thing) else than to take care of oneself.

Like Bel-Aur the Third Lung w one of
the only Lehanneur projects that are under
actve research and development and stand
1 good clance of seemng the hght of day
Few of his works have been commercial-
1zed, and Lehanneur says this ts because he
|
sign editors or pharmaceutical companies
“I'mown 4 bulime phase of experim
non right now.” he says wath a smile.“The
day 1 find myself a bit ored, thars when
'l start thinkmg about editing all this™

For now Lehanneur

1t bothered 1o make the rounds of de-

A=

15 focusing on an
exhibition—running through Tune at Are-
ists Space in New York’s SoHo—with the
theme of food sourcing, for which he is
envisioning i Garden of Eden—type dream”
an aquarium-and-greenhouse combo that
achieves 4 perfecr. self~reliant ecosystem,
“There is not one specific thing | dre
of domg today.” he says. "L am happy 1o go

m

from ene assignment to the next and natve

enough to believe there 15 no rerntory
that design cannat nfilerate.”

Prototypes of Bel-Air are avaifable ar Lo Lafows-
soire i Panis fow $20,000 cach felaboroin. o)

to bonst the Immune
system), which the body
absarbs both by inhaling
and through the skin,

0., 200& 2 Is tquipped
with an oxygen sensor
and when arbient levels
are low, a hghl turns
o activating axygen-
producing photo-
synthesis in the
spiruiinz algae mix:
ture, As soon as levels
return to normal, the
light switches aif and
the spiruling particles
fall back ta the bottom
ol 1he container,
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